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Beware the Ides of March
A phrase used to foreshadow something bad; "Ides" refers to the 15th day of the month. In
the Shakespeare play Julius Caesar, a prophet tells Caesar to "beware the ides of March"—
and Caesar is subsequently killed on that day.
The phrase “beware the ides of March” has stuck with me since I was in Year 9 way back
when … What would have happened had Caesar listened to the warning? Are we bound up
by fate as Shakespeare was hinting at or are we like Caesar and believe that we are
impregnable?
We are now approaching the ‘ides of March’ and it is about midpoint in the season of Lent.
The season of Lent invites all of us to rediscover our spiritual roots and we are invited to live
with open hearted generosity, and to discover the joy and freedom in living for others.
Above all I think Lent is about reflection and asking where is my life going. As I reflect some
questions arise for me: am I living my life aware of the world around me; do I just go along
for the ride (accept fate); do I listen to those around me and respond accordingly; do I
believe in my own ability to adapt and control or have a say in my own destiny; Jesus came
so that I may have life, but what sort of life am I offering; am I able to see my own place in
the cosmos and accept that I am important but I am only a speck in the whole scheme of
things…So many questions.
As we progress through this Lenten Season, a time set aside for reflection on the meaning of
life, what are the questions you are asking of yourself?

Damian

COVID – 19 (Coronavirus)
All staff and volunteers need to take the easy and very practical basic precautions that we
ought to be following as a general daily routine:











Wash your hands regularly, with soap and/or use sanitising gel, especially when
arriving at The Shopfront
For food preparation volunteers must wear gloves
During service, food should be handled with tongs and preferably only one person
dishing food out
Teaspoons must be used once only and then put into a cup of boiling water. Before
using again they need to be washed in hot soapy water so they will need to be
washed several times during service.
When coughing or sneezing, cough or sneeze into your elbow or tissue (discard
tissue immediately and wash hands)
Avoid as much contact with people as you are able, especially if you are feeling
unwell
If a someone wants to hug or shake hands you can politely decline explaining that it
is recommended at this time to refrain from contact due to the nature of the virus
Be aware if you have any flu like symptoms such as high temperature & unusual
aches and pains, in which case self-isolate and check in with your doctor.
If you have any concerns whatsoever while at The Shopfront, please make them
known to Damian or Rosemary
Follow advice as provided by the Health Department
https://www.health.gov.au/health-topics/novel-coronavirus-2019-ncov

We have also received the following from the Catholic Archdiocese of Perth:
If a staff member or volunteer has recently visited the following countries they are to
contact their Director/Coordinator before returning to work who will determine whether
they need to provide a Fit for Work medical Certificate as per the advice provided by the
Health Department.
The most recent listing of countries are:






Italy
Iran
Japan
South Korea
Mongolia

One in eight Australians live in poverty
Edited extract from ACOSS & UNSW report The 2020 Australia in Poverty Overview (February 2020)

People living in poverty include young people working to get their foot in the door of the
competitive job market, single parents juggling caring responsibilities, and older people
confronting age discrimination.
The Australian Council of Social Service and UNSW joint study found 13.6 per cent of the
population - or 3.24 million people - are estimated to be living below the poverty line after
taking account of housing costs. Of those, 774,000 children under the age of 15 are living in
poverty.
ACOSS chief executive Cassandra Goldie says it’s wrong that poverty is entrenched in one of
the wealthiest countries in the world.
Dr Goldie called on the government to raise welfare payments by at least $95 a week, invest
in social housing and boost jobs growth. “The number of people living beyond the poverty
line is entrenched, it’s persistent...the economy is leaving far too many people behind,” she
told reporters in Sydney on Friday.
Researchers warned Australia’s poverty rate was worse than most wealthy countries
including New Zealand, Germany and Ireland. In Australia, the poverty line is considered to
be $457 per week for a single adult, which is 50 per cent of the median income. The average
gap between the poverty line and people living in poverty was $282 per week.
The study found nine in 10 Youth Allowance recipients skipped meals and one in three quit
studying because of a lack of funds. Dr Goldie says people living below the poverty line are
being forced to choose between eating or paying for medication.
UNSW Professor Carla Treloar warned poverty will only increase without significant policy
change. “Who can stand up and accept that one in six children living in poverty is OK for
modern wealthy Australia - it beggars belief,” she told reporters.
Mission Australia chief executive James Toomey said increased housing costs were pushing
people into poverty and he called for an increase in Commonwealth Rent Assistance.
Good Shepherd chief executive Stella Avramopoulos says poverty disproportionately
impacts women.
Single-parent families - 83 per cent of which are female-led - are the family type with the
greatest experience of poverty.
Council on the Ageing Australia chief executive Ian Yates says older Australians are doing it
tough and the age pension should be reviewed.

New Build Update
Here are a few recent pictures of the build so far for your interest.

MJ Keating Catholic History Lecture
The University of Notre Dame Australia, in partnership with the Archives Office of the
Archdiocese of Perth, are launching the first M J Keating Catholic History Lecture on 31
March 2020. The lecture series aims to tell the story of the Catholic Church in Western
Australia and Australia from new and engaging perspectives.
M J Keating Catholic History Lecture Inaugural Lecture, 2020
The first speaker for the event will be Dr Colin Barr. The paper will be followed by the launch
of Dr Barr’s latest work published by Cambridge University Press called: Ireland’s Empire:
The Roman Catholic Church in the English-Speaking World, 1829–1914. Catholicism on
Greater Ireland’s Western Frontier: Mathew Gibney’s Perth.
Dr Colin Barr Senior Lecturer, The School of Divinity, History and Philosophy, University of
Aberdeen.
Date: Tuesday 31 March
Time: 6pm for 6.15pm start, with refreshments served following the lecture.
Location: Santa Maria Lecture Theatre, ND1, The University of Notre Dame Australia, 19
Mouat Street, Fremantle
Please see attached flyer for further information
Please RSVP by 24 March
Email: faith@nd.edu.au
Phone: (08) 9433 0860

